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Great Power which was still more closely concerned than was the
United States itself in the direct effects of Japanese military expan-
sion on the Asiatic Continent. In the event, the new Administration
which came into office at Washington on the 4th March, 1933, under
the Presidency of Mr. Roosevelt, took noteworthy steps in both these
directions before the close of the calendar year.
The non-recognition of the Soviet Government had been one of
the political luxuries in which the United States had felt itself free
to indulge during the period of peculiar local prosperity in North
America which may be said to have begun on the morrow of the
Armistice of the llth November, 1918, and to have ended with the
break on Wall Street in the autumn of 1929 on the economic plane,
and on the political plane with the Japanese outbreak in Manchuria
in the autumn of 1931. During those years of prosperity the Ameri-
cans had felt no need of Russia's good will, either in politics or in
trade, while they had resented the existence of the Communist regime,
in the former domain of the Russian Czardom, as an incarnate
criticism—outrageously insolent and insufferably inept—of an estab-
lished system of society whose virtue was demonstrated, in the
American opinion of the day, by the dazzling success of its local
incarnation in the United States. This passionate and almost personal
antagonism to the Soviet Government was prevalent, during the
years of prosperity in the United States, in the American-born upper
stratum of the American working class as well as among the bourgeois
business men, small and great; and any sympathy towards Soviet
Russia which was manifested by the American proletariat or intelli-
gentsia was branded as 'un-American' and subversive by the makers
of orthodox American public opinion. It was therefore a portent
when, in the last months of the Hoover Administration, which were
the first months of the calendar year 1933, the agitation, among the
intellectuals in the United States, for an official recognition of the
Soviet Government—an agitation which had hitherto fallen on deaf
ears—rather suddenly began to make some headway among the
business men and the politicians.
At the end of January 1933, a petition in favour of recognition,
which was addressed to the President Elect by some 800 college
presidents and members of faculty, was offset by a reaffirmation of
hostility to the idea on the part of the President of the American
Federation of Labour, Mr. William Green. On the 12th April, how-
ever, when, after the change of Administration, Senator Robinson
of Indiana sought to counteract a renewed public agitation on behalf
of the idea by speaking against it in the Senate at Washington, the

